
    

  

  #15 for 08 October 2025

Speaker report for Wed. 08 October 2025

Ngaio Marsh House and Heritage Trust 

Discover the Private World of Dame Ngaio Marsh. 

Ngaio Marsh House built in 1906, a 
Heritage listed property, is in Christchurch 
on the corner of Valley Road and 
Sherwood Lane (37 Valley Road) on 
Cashmere Hill. Certainly in our backyard. 
This is where Ngaio Marsh wrote all her 
crime novels and was regarded as one of 
the ‘Queens of Crime’. She published 32 
detective novels between 1934 and 1982. 

David Chambers a Trustee spoke to us 
about her home, that has been managed 
and preserved as a museum by a Trust 
since 1996, as well as many interesting 
aspects of her life. 

Dame Ngaio Marsh lived in this home for over 70 years initially with her parents and then on her 
own. She moved there in 1906 at the age of 12 and died there in 1982 aged 86. The house has 
been extended many times. The original architect was a relation Samuel Hurst Seager. An 
extension was designed by Helmore and Cotterill and a later extension by architect Don 
Donnithorne. 

The house is preserved largely as it was when she lived there, complete with many of her 
possessions. The green chair in the long room is an example and where Ngaio wrote most of her 
works. She would write them out using green ink and only used the right hand side of the book. 



Revised ideas would be written on the left hand side of the page. Her secretary would type them 
up, using a typewriter that is on display, after which they would be sent to a publisher for editing 
and publishing. 

She frequently travelled by boat to England and brought back many possessions that remain in 
the house. For example a writing desk, Russian carriage lamps and a grandfather clock. She 
enjoyed entertaining and frequently held parties often for young actors as well as having theatre 
rehearsals. 

One of David’s slides summarised Dame Ngaio Marsh: DBE 1895-1982, Painter, Actor, Theatre 
Director, Trailblazing, Mover and Shaker in Christchurch, New Zealand and throughout the 
Commonwealth and much of the Western World. 

Ngaio Marsh is buried at Mt Peel. Her Legacy continues with The Ngaio Marsh Theatre at The 
University of Canterbury, Ryman Ngaio Marsh Retirement Village, St Margaret’s College 

(where she was Head Girl) The Ngaio Marsh classroom block, 1989 Famous Authors Stamp, 
Marsh Guest Room at Rhodes Meadowbank Estate and of course the Ngaio Marsh House 
Museum and Garden. 

An interesting point to note is that our very own Mike Bruce serviced and warranted her car. The 
car was a very smart looking 1960 Jaguar XK150. 

Tours of her home can be booked through www.ngaiomarsh.org. It is by appointment only and 
you can book on line. Tours take 1 hour and cost $20. All tours are run by volunteer guides. 

Thanks to Viv for the report and photo 

Upcoming meetings:

15/10/2025 Jenny Harper MNZM Jenny Harper: “A career in art (but not an artist)” 
- New Zealand academic and museum
professional

22/10/2025 SET Scholarship Recipient 2025 
(Coral Peat)

SET Scholarship Recipient 2025 (Coral Peat) -
 Organised by Athol McCully (Athol to remind 
Coral Peat closer to the time)

29/10/2025 Club Night – Committees Updates Club Night – Committees Updates

\



Street Appeals:



Notices:

• Community Service Project:

Thank you message from Citizens Advice Bureau:

   Thank you so much for your very kind contribution for Citizens Advice 
Bureau re the relocation of the office at Brighton.  The funds will be used towards 
the purchase of a dishwasher for the premises.   It was very much appreciated.  

• Members and Friends should procure their tomato plants this year, from an 
alternative supplier. The Club will be receiving a donation to Polio Plus, 
reflecting the cost of materials that would normally be involved in growing the 
supply of plants.

DUTIES:



The link for the club web pages is 
www.christchurchsouthrotary.org.nz

The link to club Facebook pages is 
https://www.facebook.com/ChristchurchSouthRotary/

 

APOLOGIES:

Record your apology at the Reception Desk at a prior 
meeting, OR email: chchsouthrotary@gmail.com before 
11.00amWednesday.

You will get a reminder a couple of days before the meeting 
re apologising and to advise if bringing a guest.

Emergency apologies to Alan McKinnon (021 142 7668)

OR, Club Secretary Viv Ellis (027 490 3161)

DUTIES If you are unable to carry out your allocated duty, 
it is YOUR responsibility to arrange asubstitute.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Please advise all leave of absence of 3 or more weeks to the 
Secretary, by email or in writing.

https://www.facebook.com/ChristchurchSouthRotary/

