
    

  

  #19 for 05 November 2025

Speaker report for Wed. 05 November 2025

Le Bons Bay Conservation Trust

A Community project to enhance the biodiversity of our area.

Matthew McDonald, one of the Trustee on the Le Bons Bay Conservation Trust, 
spoke to us on Wednesday evening. 

       The Trust is made up of locals as well as those who have had long standing      

        connections to the bay. 



Connections with Le Bons Bay for Matthew began with his wife, Jane Brittenden, 
who enjoyed many years of childhood fun in that area. Her Great Grandfather built 
one of the first batches on the beach so many a family gathering was enjoyed over the 
years. Matthew and his family have continued this tradition. Matthew currently lives 
in Fisher Ave so is certainly a local here. 

Both have a desire to leave a lasting legacy and that has been the driving force behind 
establishing Le Bons Bay Conservation Trust. This and alongside about 40 permanent 
residents in the Bay who thought the same, the Trust was established. Setting up the 
Trust was a lengthy process with direction needed as well as lots of paper work. 
There are ten Trustees. 

Fundraising was established, many including Christchurch South Rotary Club, gave 
to this worthy cause. All up 450 donations were received. The first donation was in 
August 2024 and the last one on 3 March 2025. A ceremony / celebration took place 
where the oldest and the youngest residents cut a vine. How apt I thought! 

The 39 hectare property was purchased. It forms a triangle of land that runs from 
Dalglish Road from the bottom of the hill, up the summit directly above Le Bons Bay 
beach with the river being at the bottom of the boundary. The land is steep, northwest 
facing, uneven but natural tree and shrub regeneration will take place over time. As it 
is conservation block, no rates are paid. 

  

Extent of land, outlined by the fine white line 



The Short Term Goals are: place a Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust covenant 
over the land in order to secure it as a conservation block, secure boundary 
fencing, register for Carbon Credits, begin a planting process, work on pest 
eradication and establish walking tracks. The council has established a walkway 
along the stream so that people can visit and see what they have donated towards. 

Medium Term Goals are: start native tree planting, remove the damaged house on 
the property which is deemed unusable and create more walking tracks. 

Long Term it is hoped that the above will continued well into the future as well as 
possibly building overnight accommodation based on the newer built DOC huts. 

Matthew hopes that this Trust is the foundation of future work for the bay to 
make it an even better place for his children and anyone else who wants to enjoy 
this beautiful place. 

We wish Matthew, The Trust and all associated with this project all the very best 
for the future development of such a worthwhile venture. As Matthew said – this 
is just the beginning. 

Thanks to Viv for the report and the photos

Upcoming meetings:

12/11/2025 Chris Selbie Epilepsy New Zealand - The leading national
 epilepsy association

19/11/2025 Shelley Washington (Trust Manager)

 & Jenn Chowaniec (Chair)

Ron Donald Banks Peninsula Trust –
Environmental Guardians of the Future
Friends & Partners Night

26/11/2025 Club Night – Committees Updates Club Night – Committees Updates

                                              



      FINAL WALK/LUNCH FOR 2025 – 20TH NOVEMBER

 

 Peter Mears will be presented with an honorary 
membership certificate on Wednesday 19th November. 
Ruth and Jill will both be there too. 



Cashmere Stream Working Bee

On Saturday morning a few keen Rotarians cleared grass and spread bark 
around the base of the native trees. It was hot work but very rewarding. 
The area is looking great and even better after our efforts. Thanks to: Sara, 
Viv, Diane, Dave, Geoff, Graham Fowler, Alan McKinnon.
Thanks too for help of Ruby, a Park Ranger from the City Council who 
proved her worth behind a weed eater. Viv. 

 



 
       

 

Youth Hub Visit
 
Youth Hub Christchurch was celebrating its first birthday and Christchurch 
South Rotary Club was invited to help them celebrate. They were marking 
the milestone with a casual BBQ.
 
Linda and Viv attended and had a guided tour of the building by Melissa. 
They also spoke to Dame Sue Bragshaw, who has a passion for youth and 
has been the powerhouse behind the establishment of the Christchurch 
Youth Hub.
 
Construction is still a happening thing with the building of a big multi-
purpose room. I’m sure some money from the Youth Account might be 
donated towards furniture for that room. It will serve many purposes and 
will be well used in the future.     Viv.

Notices:

 Members and Friends should procure their tomato plants this year, from an 
alternative supplier. The Club will be receiving a donation to Polio Plus, 
reflecting the cost of materials that would normally be involved in growing the 
supply of plants.



 DUTIES:

 LEAVE

The link for the club web pages is 
www.christchurchsouthrotary.org.nz

The link to club Facebook pages is 
https://www.facebook.com/ChristchurchSouthRotary/

http://www.christchurchsouthrotary.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristchurchSouthRotary/


APOLOGIES:

Record your apology at the Reception Desk at a prior meeting, 
OR email: chchsouthrotary@gmail.com before 
11.00amWednesday.

You will get a reminder a couple of days before the meeting re 
apologising and to advise if bringing a guest.

Emergency apologies to Alan McKinnon (021 142 7668)

OR, Club Secretary Viv Ellis (027 490 3161)

DUTIES If you are unable to carry out your allocated duty, it 
is YOUR responsibility to arrange asubstitute.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Please advise all leave of absence of 3 or more weeks to the 
Secretary, by email or in writing.

 

         




