
    

  

  #24 for 10 December2025

Speaker Report, 10 December 2025 
Our Club Christmas Party was held this week at The 
Canterbury Club, in the dining room there.
Alan Airay, magnificently decked out with a bright red bow-tie 
was our MC for the evening, and after welcoming attendees, 
he detailed a couple of episodes from the Airay’s trip to 
Cornwall, England, which involved providing accommodation 
for Club Member Graham Dockrill! Graham was at another 
function at The Canterbury Club, and so wasn’t afforded a 
right of reply!

Our President, Melville Opie, covered off a number of items from the first half of this 
Rotary Year, noting, with regret, the departure of Andrew and Rosalia Kim who 
returned to their home country of South Korea.

Mel cited Geoff Bailey’s input and involvement in the “Fit For Purpose” project to 
attract more members to Rotary Clubs.

Mel commended Alan Airay for his commitment to our major fundraising exercise, 
chicken manure bagging and selling.

In addition, Mel spoke of service projects, including:

Community Service:

• Support for the Pillars organisation which provides support for children of 
prisoners

• Support for the Pathway Trust, which has a re-integration programme for 
prisoners to help prevent re-offending.



• Cashmere Stream Esplanade, where tree planting and maintenance has been 
undertaken as a prelude to getting a BBQ and picnic table established there for 
people to use, along with Rotary signage.

International Service:

• Funding for Samoa

• Funding for a school in Bali

•  Funding for a bed/chair for a nurses’ clinic in Rarotonga

Forthcomng Events

These include:

• Attending a Banksy Exhibition in January.

• A visit to the Christchurch central library (Turanga) on 18 March.

• Assisting with providing uniforms for twins at Waltham School

• Supporting 1 attendee at the Annual Science and Technology forum in Auckland.

• Assisting Waltham School with trees for planting for a legacy programme.

• A fundraising Barbecue at Mitre 10 Mega in Montreal Street on 13 December

Following this, MC Alan Airay described his experiences in having a cataract removed, 
which has been very successful.

And then, we all joined together to sing a number of 
Christmas Carols, very ably accompanied by Julie 
Wylie on the piano, before departing for the night.

A great evening to round out the Rotary half-year, with 
the gathering for the traditional Port and Christmas 
cake to take place next Wednesday, 17 December, at the 
Cashmere Club.

Thanks to Athol for this report and Viv for the photos.



  

     
  

Unspoiled ... 

                                   and

     ... otherwise. A great time was had by all!

                                        The Presidential year

 Thanks to Viv and Linda for the party photographs            

 



  

  

  

        “Would you like to make that two sir?”             Saturday at Mitre 10 Brougham.

Upcoming meetings: 

17/12/2025  Port and cake
 @ Cashmere Club 6.00pm 
for dining 7.00

 

NEW YEAR:

14/01/2026 
Katharine Watson PhD – 
Chair, Christchurch 
Archaeology Project 

Christchurch Archaeology 
Project – Cathedral 
Square Unearthed 

Notices: 
• Folk; an omitted notice from last week but at the sausage sizzle Saturday, Athol still had 2 

puddings available ... 
Athol McCully<atholmccully@gmail.com>

Good morning Melville

Can you please put a note in this week's Bulletin to promote the Christmas puddings?

I am almost sold out, but I should be able to get more if required.  The price is $25 each.

Kind regards
Athol



 

      
 

    In the spirit of Christmas, much love and happiness!

•   DUTIES:

• LEAVE:

  

  

    

The link for the club web pages is www.christchurchsouthrotary.org.nz

The link to club Facebook pages is 
https://www.facebook.com/ChristchurchSouthRotary/

http://www.christchurchsouthrotary.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristchurchSouthRotary/


APOLOGIES:

Record your apology at the Reception Desk at a prior meeting, OR email: 
chchsouthrotary@gmail.com before 11.00amWednesday.

You will get a reminder a couple of days before the meeting re apologising and to 
advise if bringing a guest.

Emergency apologies to Alan McKinnon (021 142 7668)OR, Club Secretary Viv 
Ellis (027 490 3161)

DUTIES If you are unable to carry out your allocated duty, it is YOUR 
responsibility to arrange a substitute.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Please advise all leave of absence of 3 or more weeks to the Secretary, by email or 
in writing.
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